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In this diverse conference, the only common ground was the sea – the Persian Gulf and the countries around it. Yet it was enough, and the different papers, dealing with time span that stretched between the 13th and the 21th centuries, were well connected. The panels dealt with cultural, economic and strategic aspects of the Gulf, touching written texts, anthropological studies, and on to Youtube and Facebook; and the bottom line revealed that economy lies underneath much of the events and developments in the region.
As to the Mongol side – my paper tracked the Il-Khanid attempt to control the different forces in the Persian Gulf, and the importance of the area to Mongol affairs – as a trade road to India, and a communication line to the Land of the Great Khan.  
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